
Meet the Art Teacher
Mrs. Laura Zimmaro

 My name is Laura Zimmaro and I’m from Medford, NJ.  I’m an artist, a teacher, and a mom of two, 
not necessarily in that order.
  I graduated from the University of the Arts in Philadelphia with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting 
and Drawing (2008), as well as a Master of Art in Teaching Visual Arts (2009).  During my time at 
UArts, I took every class in every medium I could possibly fit into my schedule, from Stained Glass to 
Nonsilver Printmaking (two of my favorites).  In the summer I worked as a counselor, then a teacher 
at the Main Line Art Center in Haverford, PA.  My time there taught me classroom management and 
gave me experience in teaching every kind of learner. 
  When I was working on my Masters of Art in Teaching Visual Arts, I worked as a graphic designer 
for a defense contractor.  I learned so much about graphic design from cutting out wires in 
PhotoShop on images of top secret military communication systems that I knew nothing about!  I also 
learned how to work well with others, especially when trying to get engineers to cut down on the 
amount of information on a billboard for the sake of readability and design.
   I have spent the past 8 years as a professional in-house graphic designer for J&J Snack Foods, the 
company that owns SUPERPRETZEL, ICEE, Luigi’s Water Ice, and many more.  You can find many of 
my food packaging designs and logos in your grocer’s freezer.  My nana always thought it was 
crazy that they wouldn’t let me sign my name on the packages I designed.  I loved the job.  It was 
stable and I was comfortable.  It allowed me flexibility and a good home/work life balance, but I 
wanted to give back somehow.
     After having my second child, I was searching for a change from the corporate world of art back 
to teaching.  With the world as crazy as it is, I felt the need to use my talents to help the next 
generation of artists. I’m so lucky to have found my way to Bret Harte and the Cherry Hill district. It 
was an amazing and crazy first year, which changed in a second when we switched to virtual 
learning.  Teachers all over rose to the challenge and pivoted overnight to virtual instruction.  I was 
selected to film two episodes of NJTV Learning Live, which was launched as a television show during 
Covid-19 to support virtual learning for all students.  I taught myself to edit video on a short deadline Covid-19 to support virtual learning for all students.  I taught myself to edit video on a short deadline 
and somehow pulled off two tv quality episodes recorded on my iPhone and edited in iMovie. I 
posted drawing prompts for my students every day to keep them creating while they were learning 
at home.  I went through hundreds of pieces of student work every night, commenting on every single 
one.  I was also asked to be the Artist in Residence at Bret Harte in 2021, and to serve on the Social 
Justice Curriculum Committee for the district.    
 I always say if I could do anything I wanted, I would make art all day, and I’m thrilled that I get to 
do that while helping the next generation express themselves creatively.  My favorite part of 
teaching is showing a student who thinks they can’t do something that they can.  Art is for everyone, 
and everyone is capable of making good art.  When a student asks, “Mrs. Zimmaro, how are you so 
talented?”  I always answer that I’m not talented.  I’m not one of those people who can draw like a 
photo.  I just love to make art.  The number one thing I want students to feel when they leave my 
classroom is confidence.  I want them to feel good about themselves.  There is no bad art in my 
classroom.  I believe that all of you are capable of producing good art too.  Share your art and your classroom.  I believe that all of you are capable of producing good art too.  Share your art and your 
talent with the world because the world needs it.  You can make the world a better place simply by 
making your mark on it.  Follow our class on Instagram and Twitter @harteartclass


